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Daily Devotion Guidelines

Why is daily devotion vital to spiritual growth?

As consumption of physical nourishment is essential for physical survival, we need spiritual nourishment for spiritual vitality.  We are exhorted to crave pure spiritual milk like newborn babies so that by it we may grow up in our salvation (1 Peter 2:2).  In sum, unless we learn to feed ourselves with God’s Word, we cannot grow up spiritually.  
When is the best time to do daily devotion?

· Please find a time that you will have least amount of interruption--morning is usually the best time to start your day with God.  

· Prioritize 30 minutes to an hour of your day as a time to be alone with God’s Word. 

· The key is to keep this time with God on a daily basis.  

· Having a small group of people with whom you commit to do daily devotion together is an effective way to develop consistent devotion time.

What do I need?

· Bible (translation of your choice)

· Journal

How do I go about doing daily devotion?  

1. JOURNAL:
What is journaling?

Journaling is the art of reflecting on one’s inner life based on a particular incident, a feeling, a recurring issue, or a prompting and connecting this to one’s relationship with God.  

How does journaling help your spiritual life?  

The process of spiritual growth engages all the faculties of your soul (your 5 physical senses, emotions, mind, will, and spirit).   We need  to pause daily to reflect on how we have responded to a certain situation, how we interacted with others, or how we feel inside and identify the reasons behind the feeling.  Then we need to process these incidents in light of God’s Word.  The key is to connect our daily life with its joys, surprises, disappointments, incidents, regrets, and sins with God’s promises and the reality of our personal relationship with God.  

How do I journal?

Spend about 10 minutes per day starting with the word “YESTERDAY.”  Follow this with a paragraph or two about what happened yesterday or how you felt.

(1)Journal based on feelings and processing the feeling in light of the Gospel.  Yesterday, I felt _________ (sad, angry, guilty, anxious, disappointed, frustrated, irritated, etc).  Explore the reasons behind the feeling and write about what would be the appropriate way to process that feeling in light of God’s Word.  Write also about how God maybe using what you are going through to draw you closer to Him.
(2)Journal based on a recent issue.  Reflect on a significant interaction or event this past week that you don’t feel settled about:

· What did you learn about yourself?

· What were you corrected about? What did you discover about yourself through this correction?

· Why did you do what you did?  Reflect on how else could you have responded to that situation?

2. READ:  
· Read the assigned text several times without stopping.  

· In the second or third reading, pause on key words, phrases, or verses that speak to your heart, address an area of your life, or highlight God’s characteristic, principle, or promise. 

· Utilize the commentary provided to gain knowledge of the background of the text and explanation of words, phrases, or verses.  

3. REFLECT:
· Utilize the reflection questions provided to get deeper into the text and examine areas of your life you may not otherwise confront

4. REMEMBER: 

· Choose a verse or multiple verses from the text and commit to memory.  

· Develop a system that works best for you .  For example, you can start with one or two verses a week and write it out on a flashcard and carry it with you to memorize and review.
5. PRAYER: 
· Spend some time in prayer after each day’s devotion time
· Adoration – praise God for who He is and acknowledge His claim over your life
· Thanksgiving – thank him for specific things
· Confession – confess and repent of sins needing Christ's forgiveness & cleansing
· Supplication – commitment to do what God is asking you to do and pray for others in need
February 2 – February 8
Luke 4

The Temptation of Jesus

 1Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert, 2where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry.

 3The devil said to him, "If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread."

 4Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone.'"

 5The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6And he said to him, "I will give you all their authority and splendor, for it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. 7So if you worship me, it will all be yours."

 8Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’"

 9The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. "If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down from here. 10For it is written: 

    " 'He will command his angels concerning you 

       to guard you carefully; 

  11they will lift you up in their hands, 

       so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.'"

 12Jesus answered, "It says: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'"

 13When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time.

Jesus Rejected at Nazareth

 14Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside. 15He taught in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.

 16He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read. 17The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 

  18"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

       because he has anointed me 

       to preach good news to the poor. 

    He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

       and recovery of sight for the blind, 

    to release the oppressed, 

     19to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."

 20Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, 21and he began by saying to them, "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing."

 22All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. "Isn't this Joseph's son?" they asked.

 23Jesus said to them, "Surely you will quote this proverb to me: 'Physician, heal yourself! Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.' "

 24"I tell you the truth," he continued, "no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25I assure you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah's time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. 26Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 27And there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian."

 28All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him down the cliff. 30But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way.

Jesus Drives Out an Evil Spirit
 31Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the Sabbath began to teach the people. 32They were amazed at his teaching, because his message had authority.

 33In the synagogue there was a man possessed by a demon, an evil spirit. He cried out at the top of his voice, 34"Ha! What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!"

 35"Be quiet!" Jesus said sternly. "Come out of him!" Then the demon threw the man down before them all and came out without injuring him.

 36All the people were amazed and said to each other, "What is this teaching? With authority and power he gives orders to evil spirits and they come out!" 37And the news about him spread throughout the surrounding area.

Jesus Heals Many
 38Jesus left the synagogue and went to the home of Simon. Now Simon's mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they asked Jesus to help her. 39So he bent over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. She got up at once and began to wait on them.

 40When the sun was setting, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he healed them. 41Moreover, demons came out of many people, shouting, "You are the Son of God!" But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew he was the Christ.

 42At daybreak Jesus went out to a solitary place. The people were looking for him and when they came to where he was, they tried to keep him from leaving them. 43But he said, "I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is why I was sent." 44And he kept on preaching in the synagogues of Judea.


February 2 – February 8
Luke 4 – Commentary
v.3 Sometimes what we are tempted to do isn’t wrong in itself.  Turning stones into bread wasn’t necessarily bad.  The sin was not in the act but in the reason behind it.  The devil was trying to get Jesus to take a shortcut, to solve Jesus’ immediate problem at the expense of his long-range goals, to seek comfort at the sacrifice of his discipline.  Satan often works that way – persuading us to take action, even right action, for the wrong reason or at the wrong time.  The fact that something is not wrong in itself does not mean that it is good for you at a given time.   Many people sin by attempting to fulfill legitimate desires outside of God’s will or ahead of his timetable.

vv.3-12 The first temptation questions God’s provision and care. Satan’s premise is that Jesus’ Sonship must mean that God does not want him to starve in the desert, so the mighty Son should simply turn stone into bread and meet his basic needs under his own power. But Jesus understands that the request is not a challenge to be strong, but to be independent. Such independence is weakness and leads to failure. […]

The second temptation is an invitation to abandon loy​alty to the Father, a direct challenge to the first commandment (Ex. 20:3). […]

Though Satan possesses great authority (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11; 2 Cor. 4:4; Eph. 2:2), he really cannot grant this wish. The proposal is a delusion and a lie, as are all of Satan’s attempts to get us off track. […]

The third temptation, like the second, involves a vision-like experience. […]

Satan adds to his enticement by quoting Scripture himself, citing Psalm 91:11—12, a text that promises God’s protection for his own. The premise is, “If God protects his own and you are his Son, then you can jump and not worry; you can run over the edge and not be crushed.” He suggests such wonder-working protection will enhance Jesus’ unique dependence on God as he flings himself into his caring arms. Furthermore, surely God will not let his own suffer pain.

As spiritual as this sounds, Jesus recognizes the remark as a presumptu​ous test of God’s care. God has not asked Jesus to engage in such a test, and the action artificially creates a need for God to act. Since it puts God in a “show me” position, the action is really a private test of God and a sign of a lack of faith. These kinds of tests God’s children are not to pursue. So Jesus replies with Deuteronomy 6:16, a text that rebuked Israel for testing God in places like Massah (Ex. 17:1—7). Jesus will not test God or characterize his ministry with a flashy display engaged in for selfish purposes. Jesus’ mes​sianic ministry will not be a traveling road show of the miraculous.

v.13 If anyone is having trouble believing that Jesus was really tempted, then he or she needs to keep in mind that tempta​tion is an indication of strength, not of weakness. We are not tempted to do what we cannot do but what is within our power. The greater the strength, the greater the temptation. How fierce must have been Jesus’ battle! And very real; this is no cartoon with pitchforks, red suits, and horns. Temptation is so deceptively attractive.

v.18 The Old Testament background points to the anawim, the “pious poor,” the afflicted (2 Sam. 22:28; Pss. 14:6; 22:24; 25:16; 34:6; 40:17; 69:29; Amos 8:4; Isa. 3:14—1 5). These are the humble whom God will exalt (Luke 1:51-53) and who like the prophets suffer for being open to God (6:20—23; cf. the description in I Cor. 1:26—29; James 2:5). They are open to God and his way since they are frequently the first to recognize how much they need God.

v.24 If the people of Nazareth assumed privileges for them​selves, that error is joined to a more serious one: resentment that Jesus has taken God’s favor to others beyond Nazareth, especially Capernaum, said to have had a heavy non-Jewish population. Jesus defends his ministry to outsiders by offering two Old Testament stories. Both Elijah (I Kings 17:8—14) and Elisha (II Kings 5:1—17), prophets in Israel, took God’s favor to non-Jews. That these two stories were in their own Scriptures and quite familiar perhaps accounts in part for the intensity of their hostility. All of us know what it is to be at war with ourselves, sometimes making casualties of those who are guilty of nothing but speaking the truth in love.

v.41 Jesus would not let the demons speak. Over and over again we get on Jesus' lips this injunction to silence. Why? For this very good reason--the Jews had their own popular ideas of the Messiah. To them the Messiah was to be a conquering king who would set his foot upon the eagle's neck and sweep the Romans from Palestine. Palestine was in an inflammable condition. Rebellion was always just below the surface and often broke out. Jesus knew that if the report went out that he was the Messiah the revolutionaries would be ready to flare up. Before men could call him Messiah, he had to teach them that Messiah meant not a conquering king but a suffering servant. His injunctions to silence were given because people did not yet know what Messiahship meant, and if they started out with the wrong ideas death and destruction would surely follow.


February 2 – February 8
Luke 4  – DT Reflection Questions
MON  Luke 4:3-12

· What was Jesus’ basis for responding to each of Satan’s temptations?  When I face adversity or personal struggles, what/whom do I turn to for answers?  To what extent do I know how to bring God’s word to bear on trying circumstances and difficult decisions in my life?  In what ways can I grow in this area?
· What message about giving into bodily appetites is here in Jesus’ refusal to use his power to satisfy his hunger?  In what ways do I need to gain greater control over my appetites?
TUE  Luke 4:5-8

· What are some things in the “kingdoms of the world” that I am being tempted by these days, or that I have in the past been drawn to?  Why is it that the pursuit of the “authority and splendor” of the world inevitably leads to the failure to worship and serve God?
· Reflect on Jesus’ response in vs. 8.  Have I embraced this as my life’s sole and highest goal?
WED  Luke 4:13

· What can I learn from the fact that Satan left Jesus “until an opportune time?” 

· What are some opportune times in which Satan can tempt me, and what steps have I taken to ensure that Satan will have no such opportunity?  

THU  Luke 4:14-19

· Reflect on the condition of man depicted in this passage: poor, imprisoned, blind and oppressed.  How is this true of mankind in general, and of me in particular?

· In what ways has the Gospel enriched me, set me free, opened my eyes, and lifted me from oppression?  

FRI  Luke 4:20-29

· Why is it generally true that a prophet is not accepted in his hometown?  What does this show about human nature?  

· Are there some “prophets” in your life whom you are not accepting because of your pride?

· Compare the people’s original response to Jesus in v. 15 and to their violent response in vv. 28-29.  What causes my heart to shift swiftly or to harden when I am challenged specifically by the Word of God?  

SAT  Luke 4:34-36 

· Although it was the man speaking, the words that came out of him—“Have you come to destroy us?”—is the demon’s.  In what way do I sometimes speak words that are contrary to my deepest needs?

· With what attitude do I view the changes Jesus wants to bring about in my life?

SUN  Luke 4:31-41
· Reflect on the activity of Jesus on one Sabbath.  What lesson is there here for me about allowing people to interrupt me, responding to people’s needs, and how Jesus viewed his life, his time and schedule?
Luke 4:42-44
· Notice that after a long day of teaching, and healing people, Jesus found time for solitude and prayer. What can I learn about the place of prayer in Jesus life from this passage?  

· Reflect on what Jesus said in vs. 43, and on the fact that this same mission has been given to all of Jesus disciples.  Have I learned to think of myself as one who has been “sent” for the purpose of preaching the good news of the Gospel?

February 9 – February 15

Luke 8

The Parable of the Sower
 1After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, 2and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; 3Joanna the wife of Cuza, the manager of Herod's household; Susanna; and many others. These women were helping to support them out of their own means.

 4While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus from town after town, he told this parable: 5"A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds of the air ate it up. 6Some fell on rock, and when it came up, the plants withered because they had no moisture. 7Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it and choked the plants. 8Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown." 

       When he said this, he called out, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear."

 9His disciples asked him what this parable meant. 10He said, "The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others I speak in parables, so that, 

    " 'though seeing, they may not see; 

       though hearing, they may not understand.'

 11"This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 12Those along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 13Those on the rock are the ones who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away. 14The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life's worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature. 15But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.

A Lamp on a Stand
 16"No one lights a lamp and hides it in a jar or puts it under a bed. Instead, he puts it on a stand, so that those who come in can see the light. 17For there is nothing hidden that will not be disclosed, and nothing concealed that will not be known or brought out into the open. 18Therefore consider carefully how you listen. Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, even what he thinks he has will be taken from him."
Jesus’ Mother and Brothers
 19Now Jesus' mother and brothers came to see him, but they were not able to get near him because of the crowd. 20Someone told him, "Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to see you."

 21He replied, "My mother and brothers are those who hear God's word and put it into practice."

Jesus Calms the Storm
 22One day Jesus said to his disciples, "Let's go over to the other side of the lake." So they got into a boat and set out. 23As they sailed, he fell asleep. A squall came down on the lake, so that the boat was being swamped, and they were in great danger.

 24The disciples went and woke him, saying, "Master, Master, we're going to drown!"

   He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all was calm. 25"Where is your faith?" he asked his disciples.        In fear and amazement they asked one another, "Who is this? He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him."

The Healing of a Demon-possessed Man
 26They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, which is across the lake from Galilee. 27When Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed man from the town. For a long time this man had not worn clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs. 28When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell at his feet, shouting at the top of his voice, "What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, don't torture me!" 29For Jesus had commanded the evil spirit to come out of the man. Many times it had seized him, and though he was chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he had broken his chains and had been driven by the demon into solitary places.

 30Jesus asked him, "What is your name?"

   "Legion," he replied, because many demons had gone into him. 31And they begged him repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss.

 32A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. The demons begged Jesus to let them go into them, and he gave them permission. 33When the demons came out of the man, they went into the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.

 34When those tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran off and reported this in the town and countryside, 35and the people went out to see what had happened. When they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus' feet, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. 36Those who had seen it told the people how the demon-possessed man had been cured. 37Then all the people of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because they were overcome with fear. So he got into the boat and left.

 38The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39"Return home and tell how much God has done for you." So the man went away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him.

A Dead Girl and a Sick Woman
 40Now when Jesus returned, a crowd welcomed him, for they were all expecting him. 41Then a man named Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, came and fell at Jesus' feet, pleading with him to come to his house 42because his only daughter, a girl of about twelve, was dying.

   As Jesus was on his way, the crowds almost crushed him. 43And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years, but no one could heal her. 44She came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak, and immediately her bleeding stopped.

 45"Who touched me?" Jesus asked. 

       When they all denied it, Peter said, "Master, the people are crowding and pressing against you."

 46But Jesus said, "Someone touched me; I know that power has gone out from me."

 47Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, came trembling and fell at his feet. In the presence of all the people, she told why she had touched him and how she had been instantly healed. 48Then he said to her, "Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace."

 49While Jesus was still speaking, someone came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler. "Your daughter is dead," he said. "Don't bother the teacher any more."

 50Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, "Don't be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed."

 51When he arrived at the house of Jairus, he did not let anyone go in with him except Peter, John and James, and the child's father and mother. 52Meanwhile, all the people were wailing and mourning for her. "Stop wailing," Jesus said. "She is not dead but asleep."

 53They laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. 54But he took her by the hand and said, "My child, get up!" 55Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up. Then Jesus told them to give her something to eat. 56Her parents were astonished, but he ordered them not to tell anyone what had happened. 

February 9 – February 15

Luke 8 – Commentary

vv.19-21 Kinship in the people of God is no longer grounded in physical descent. Verse 21 includes the core of the Gospel message. Jesus came into the world to create his own family—a new family, an eternal family, based on the eternal God. Through his blood we are forgiven of our sins and become a part of his family. This is salvation, therefore he defines his family as those who hear and practice the word. The family of God revolves around God and His Word. 

v.26-39 Jesus has temporarily left the region of Galilee, entering instead into a foreign land on the eastern shore of the sea of Galilee.  Jesus is among Gentiles, he is sharing a site with a herd of pigs, and Luke portrays him in an encounter with a man whose habitat was among tombs – a source of impurity for the Jewish people. 
 

This man was rejected, useless, worthless, and symbolically dead and literally in the tombs. Jesus shows that his care for one soul crosses all boundaries and reveals that even such a lowly man is precious to God. 

v.30 In Hebrew culture, a name represented a person’s being and his identity. “Legion” is a number rather than a name, or at least a name that conveys the number and power of the demons that possessed this man.  The demoniac’s inability to name himself shows that he had not only lost his dignity but the basic awareness and ability to know and evaluate himself.  (*A Roman legion, from the Latin term legio, was composed of 5,600 men.)
 

vv.30-31 The locals see the power of Jesus and want little to do with it.  They are filled with fear about the negative economic impact (see Mark 5:16) Jesus may have on their livestock, although they see the authority and wonderful healing power of Jesus. They reveal their distorted value system – where pigs are worth more than the healing of the man.  Likewise, our focus becomes the object of fear unless that focus is God.  Anything that comes in place of God becomes something that we have to clutch onto with anxiety. 

v.43 “Although her physical condition was not contagious, her ritual condition was, with the consequence that she had lived in isolation from her community these twelve years.  Her unenviable life situation is only underscored dramatically by this use of the word “twelve,” indicating that she has suffered during the whole of the life of Jairus’ daughter.  Just as the Gerasene demoniac had dwelled among the dead (v.27), so this woman exists outside the boundaries of the socially alive in her community.”

v.45-48 In calling the woman out of the crowd, Jesus signals that he is not content to leave her cured according to biomedical definitions only.  He embraces her into the family of God by referring to her as ‘daughter,’ thus extending kinship to her and restoring her to the larger community – not on the basis of her ancestry, but as a consequence of her active faith.

Jesus also shows that he did not ignore the least one. Even on the way to heal Jairus’ daughter, he stopped to heal the least one in the crowd. 

vv.49-56 Jairus humbly came to Jesus, though he was a ruler of the synagogue and a man of high social status. Yet his daughter died because Jesus took time to minister to the bleeding woman, even though Jairus had approached Jesus first.  However, Jairus, when told that his daughter is dead, didn’t complain or blame Jesus. Jairus trusted Jesus in the midst of this impossible, despairing situation, and quietly followed Jesus to his home.  Through his faith and trust in the Lord from the beginning to the end of his encounter with Jesus, Jairus is able to experience the power and trustworthiness of God. 
February 9 – February 15

Luke 8 – DT Reflection Questions

MON  Luke 8:11-15

· What characteristics might define a person who “receives the word with joy when they hear it, but … has no root?”  

· The rocky soil is actually a reference to a type of shallow soil that had a layer of rock underneath it.  Thus, the roots could not penetrate deeper into the soil.  Given the link between having no root, and falling away when troubles or persecutions come, what might be some layers of rock that keep the gospel at a shallow level in my life?  What can I do to break up the rocky layer in my heart?

· Think about the role of thorns.  They suck up the nutrients in the soil, grow faster than the newly budding seed, overshadow it, preventing the new shoot from growing.  What is it about “life's worries, riches and pleasures” that work like thorns in a person’s heart, choking out the word?  

· What does the process of “[hearing] the word and [understanding] it” look like?

· Which soil best describes my spiritual state?  What are the things that I can do to become that good soil?

TUE  Luke 8:8-12

· What can I learn from the fact that Jesus spoke in parables to the crowd and only explained the meaning to those who asked? 

· What is the relationship between “people’s heart” and their ability to hear and ability to see?

· What warning does this passage have for hearing and seeing without openness of heart?  In what ways have I done this?

· Reflect on the devil’s goal—“that they may not believe and be saved.”  In what ways have I succumbed to the devil’s work, if not with respect to the issue of my salvation, then with respect to the promises and exhortations of God’s word?

· Reflect on our call to be harvest workers.  To what extent have I been actively engaged in doing battle against the devil’s goals?
Luke 8:16-18

· If the lamp stands for the word of God, what lesson and warning does this passage contain about how I should listen to and apply God’s word? (cf. John 7:17, 8:31-32)

· How is it true about the kingdom of God that “whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him?”

WED  Luke 8:19-21
· How might some people have judged Jesus conduct toward his waiting family?

· How does Jesus’ response challenge my view of family? 

· How does this new definition of human closeness reveal God’s vision for how we should relate to one another?

· What is the basis upon which I feel kinship and closeness to someone?
· What is the state of my relationships with those around me who do the will of God, versus those who have claims upon my life based on other factors?  What does this reflect?
THU  Luke 8:22-25
· Given that Jesus was sleeping, how might have the disciples felt during the squall?

· What did they fail to realize?

· Picture Jesus sleeping in the midst of a squall.  What is the significance of this picture?

· Who is this Jesus who commands even the winds and the water and they obey him?

FRI  Luke 8:27-39
· What was the condition of the demon-possessed man as described in these verses?

· How does the life of this demon-possessed man describe my life before Christ? (cf. Ephesians 2:1-2)

· What was the significance of the man’s response to Jesus’ question, “What is your name?” [A Roman legion, from the Latin term legio, was composed of 5,600 men.]  What would my answer have been?

· After the healing, what is the significance of the demon-possessed man being dressed and sitting at Jesus’ feet?  

· How would the demon-possessed man have answered the question “What is your name?” after his healing?

· What is surprising about the townspeople’s reaction to the man’s healing?

SAT  Luke 8:40-48

· What did the woman have to overcome to “[touch] the edge of his cloak?”

· What can I learn about the heart of Jesus from the fact that he took notice of this woman, gave her a hearing to tell her story, and spoke to her?

· How would the woman have felt hearing these tender words of Jesus, addressing her as “daughter?”

· What can I learn from the fact that although there was a whole crowd “pressing against” Jesus that day, it was only this woman who experienced that personal touch and healing from Jesus?  
· In what ways do I need to go from being part of the crowd to experiencing that meaningful connection with Jesus?

SUN  Luke 8:49-56
· Think about how Jairus might have felt when Jesus was listening to the whole story of this woman (in Mark 5:33, we read that she told the whole truth), and then when he heard the news that his daughter was dead.

· What was Jairus’ response when Jesus told him to not be afraid and just believe?

· What did Jairus experience as a result of the delay caused by the bleeding woman?

· What should be my attitude when God seems to be “delaying”?

· What does Jesus’ ability to raise up a dead girl show about who he is, and the nature of death?  How should this lead to greater trust in Him for all things?
February 16 – February 22

Luke 9

Jesus Sends Out the Twelve

 1When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases, 2and he sent them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 3He told them: "Take nothing for the journey—no staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no extra tunic. 4Whatever house you enter, stay there until you leave that town. 5If people do not welcome you, shake the dust off your feet when you leave their town, as a testimony against them." 6So they set out and went from village to village, preaching the gospel and healing people everywhere.

 7Now Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was going on. And he was perplexed, because some were saying that John had been raised from the dead, 8others that Elijah had appeared, and still others that one of the prophets of long ago had come back to life. 9But Herod said, "I beheaded John. Who, then, is this I hear such things about?" And he tried to see him.

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand

 10When the apostles returned, they reported to Jesus what they had done. Then he took them with him and they withdrew by themselves to a town called Bethsaida, 11but the crowds learned about it and followed him. He welcomed them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed those who needed healing.

 12Late in the afternoon the Twelve came to him and said, "Send the crowd away so they can go to the surrounding villages and countryside and find food and lodging, because we are in a remote place here."

 13He replied, "You give them something to eat."

   They answered, "We have only five loaves of bread and two fish—unless we go and buy food for all this crowd." 14(About five thousand men were there.)

   But he said to his disciples, "Have them sit down in groups of about fifty each." 15The disciples did so, and everybody sat down. 16Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke them. Then he gave them to the disciples to set before the people. 17They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.

Peter’s Confession of Christ

 18Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were with him, he asked them, "Who do the crowds say I am?"

 19They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, that one of the prophets of long ago has come back to life."

 20"But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" 

       Peter answered, "The Christ of God."

 21Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. 22And he said, "The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life."

 23Then he said to them all: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 24For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it. 25What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self? 26If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 27I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God."

The Transfiguration

 28About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him and went up onto a mountain to pray. 29As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. 30Two men, Moses and Elijah, 31appeared in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus. They spoke about his departure, which he was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem. 32Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him. 33As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, "Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah." (He did not know what he was saying.)

 34While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. 35A voice came from the cloud, saying, "This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him." 36When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone. The disciples kept this to themselves, and told no one at that time what they had seen.

The Healing of a Boy With an Evil Spirit

 37The next day, when they came down from the mountain, a large crowd met him. 38A man in the crowd called out, "Teacher, I beg you to look at my son, for he is my only child. 39A spirit seizes him and he suddenly screams; it throws him into convulsions so that he foams at the mouth. It scarcely ever leaves him and is destroying him. 40I begged your disciples to drive it out, but they could not."

 41"O unbelieving and perverse generation," Jesus replied, "how long shall I stay with you and put up with you? Bring your son here."

 42Even while the boy was coming, the demon threw him to the ground in a convulsion. But Jesus rebuked the evil spirit, healed the boy and gave him back to his father. 43And they were all amazed at the greatness of God.

   While everyone was marveling at all that Jesus did, he said to his disciples, 44"Listen carefully to what I am about to tell you: The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men." 45But they did not understand what this meant. It was hidden from them, so that they did not grasp it, and they were afraid to ask him about it.

Who Will Be the Greatest

 46An argument started among the disciples as to which of them would be the greatest. 47Jesus, knowing their thoughts, took a little child and had him stand beside him. 48Then he said to them, "Whoever welcomes this little child in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. For he who is least among you all—he is the greatest."

 49"Master," said John, "we saw a man driving out demons in your name and we tried to stop him, because he is not one of us."

 50"Do not stop him," Jesus said, "for whoever is not against you is for you."

Samaritan Opposition

 51As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. 52And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for him; 53but the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem. 54When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, "Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?" 55But Jesus turned and rebuked them, 56and they went to another village.
The Cost of Following Jesus

 57As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, "I will follow you wherever you go."

 58Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head."

 59He said to another man, "Follow me." 

       But the man replied, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father."

 60Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God."

 61 Still another said, "I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say good-by to my family."

 62Jesus replied, "No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God."

February 16 – February 22

Luke 9 – Commentary

vv.3-5 The disciples are not to act like other practitioners of religion in their culture, who expected to be paid for their labors and went begging house to house to get provisions. 

vv.23-27 Loyalty to Jesus will have its reward, and disloyalty its punishment.  If we are true to him in time, he will be true to us in eternity.  If we seek to follow him in this world, in the next he will point to us as one of his people.  But if with our lives we disown him, even though with our lips we confess him, the day must come when he cannot do other than disown us.

v.37 Peter, not really knowing what he was saying, would have liked to linger on the mountain top. He wished to build three tabernacles so that they might stay there in all the glory; but they had to descend again. Oftentimes, there comes moments that we would like to prolong indefinitely. But after the time on the mountain top we find that we must come back to the battle and the routine of life; that time is meant to give us strength for life's everyday.

vv.51-56 Why did the Samaritans care where Jesus was going? The Samaritans were disturbed about anybody worshipping in Jerusalem.  They believed that Mount Gerizim was the place to meet with God.  Deep hostilities had existed between the Samaritans and the Jews for centuries because of ethnic as well as religious differences.

vv. 57-62  Here we have the words of Jesus to three would-be followers:

To the first man, his advice was, ‘Before you follow me, count the cost.’ No one can ever say that he was induced to follow Jesus under false pretenses. It may well be that we have done great hurt to the church by letting people think that church membership need not make so very much difference. […]

Jesus' words to the second man sound harsh, but they need not be so. In all probability the man's father was not dead, and not even nearly dead. His saying most likely meant, ‘I will follow you after my father has died.’ 

vv.61-62  The third example is similar at points to each of the first two.  The third would-be disciple offers to follow Jesus (as did the first) but asks to bid farewell to his family first (a milder version of the request made by the second). […] Jesus will not let the would-be disciple turn aside from the call to follow him even to bid farewell to his family.  If one looks back while plowing, the furrow will be crooked.  Therefore, building on this element of the story of the call of Elisha, Jesus emphasizes again the unconditional demand of the call to discipleship.

February 16 – February 22

Luke 9 – DT Reflection Questions

MON  Luke 9:1-6

· What would have been the purpose statement for the disciples as they were sent out?  If I had to write a purpose statement for my life, what would it be?

· Who are the people in my life to whom I need to be sent in order to preach and heal?

· Why might the disciples have been instructed to take nothing for the journey?  In what ways can I simplify my life so that I can more effectively carry out my mission to preach and heal? (cf. Matt. 6:33; Hebrews 12:1)

· Why might the disciples have been told to “stay” in one house until they left that town instead of being advised to maximize contact and stay with as many people as possible?  (cf. 2 Tim. 3:14; Acts 20:8)  Who are the people that God is asking me to “stay” with?

· What can I learn from v.5 about my responsibility as a bearer of the gospel versus the responsibility of the one who hears the message?

TUE  Luke 9:10-17

· How did Jesus handle interruptions to his plans?  Contrast his response to the disciples’ response.

· How might the disciples have felt when Jesus told them, “You give them something to eat?”

· How does Jesus’ example challenge me regarding how I typically respond to interruptions to my plans, or the intrusion of the needs of others, especially when I feel that I have nothing to give?

· What can I learn about God’s character and his heart from the fact that “[they] all ate and were satisfied”, including the disciples who did not have anything to begin with?  How have I experienced this to be true in my own life?

· What are the “five loaves and two fish” that I can bring to Jesus?  What prevents me from bringing them?

WED  Luke 9:18-22

· “But what about you?...Who do you say I am?” are the same questions that Jesus asks of me today.  Who is Jesus to me?

· What is the implication of my answer?

Luke 9:23-25

· What is Jesus’ command to those who would come after him?  

· In what area do I need to deny myself?  What is the cross that I need to take up daily?

· How have I witnessed or personally experienced the truth of v.24?

· What things do people pursue at the cost of “[losing] or [forfeiting] his very self?”  What warning do I need to heed?

THU  Luke 9:26

· Are there things in my life that reveal  that I am “ashamed of [Jesus] and [his] words?”

· What is the basis upon which Jesus will receive me “when he comes in his glory?”   Am I living my life with this in mind?

Luke 9:22-36

· What is the significance of Jesus talking to Moses and Elijah, two figures from the Old Testament representing OT prophecies, about his departure?  What can I learn from the fact that the topic of conversation during the transfiguration was Jesus’ death?

· What is the problem with Peter’s response “Master, it is good for us to be here.  Let us put up three shelters?” especially in light of v.22-23 that Jesus had just shared with them?

· In what ways am I like Peter?

FRI  Luke 9:37-45

· What was the condition of the boy?  In what ways does sin “seize” people and cause them to do things that they had not intended, leaving them powerless over their own life?

· Compare and contrast Jesus and the evil spirit.

· Reflect over Peter’s response in vv.33 in light of this boy who was “waiting” for them as soon as they came “down from the mountain.”

· What is the significance of Jesus telling the disciples about his impending death while everyone was marveling at what he had done?

· In what ways am I like Peter, unable to see the reality of the battle against sin and the eternal dimension of kingdom work?

SAT  Luke 9:44-56

· When did this argument among the disciples take place?

· Given what Jesus had just told them (vv.44-45), why was their argument so inappropriate?

· What is the significance of Jesus taking a little child to talk about greatness especially in that culture where a child was considered nothing?

· What kind of person will welcome a “little child”?

· Why does Jesus say that whoever welcomes a little child welcomes him? (cf. Phil 2:5-11)

SUN  Luke 9:57-62

· What can I learn from the fact that Jesus was not shy about telling the would-be disciples the demands of following him as in v.58?

· What might be some reasons why Jesus demanded such urgency and immediacy in following him to the second man (v.59-60)?

· Are there “cultural expectations” or other obligations in my life that hinder me from placing my highest priority on following Jesus?  What does Jesus have to say about this?

· What is the cost of following Jesus?  

· How does Jesus describe one who is unfit for service in the kingdom of God?  Are there some ways in which I have put my “hand to the plow” but am “look[ing] back”?  Why is this kind of “looking back” utterly detrimental to following Jesus?  

· What is my response to Jesus’ invitation?

February 23 – March 1
Luke 10

Jesus Sends Out the Seventy-two
 1After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go. 2He told them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 3Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. 4Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road.

 5"When you enter a house, first say, 'Peace to this house.' 6If a man of peace is there, your peace will rest on him; if not, it will return to you. 7Stay in that house, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from house to house.

 8"When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is set before you. 9Heal the sick who are there and tell them, 'The kingdom of God is near you.' 10But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say, 11'Even the dust of your town that sticks to our feet we wipe off against you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God is near.' 12I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town.

 13"Woe to you, Korazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 14But it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for you. 15And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to the skies? No, you will go down to the depths.

 16"He who listens to you listens to me; he who rejects you rejects me; but he who rejects me rejects him who sent me."

 17The seventy-two returned with joy and said, "Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name."

 18He replied, "I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 20However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven."

 21At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, "I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure.

 22"All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows who the Son is except the Father, and no one knows who the Father is except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him."

 23Then he turned to his disciples and said privately, "Blessed are the eyes that see what you see. 24For I tell you that many prophets and kings wanted to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it."

The Parable of the Good Samaritan
 25On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?"

 26"What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?"

 27He answered: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'"

 28"You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live."

 29But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"

 30In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. 35The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.'

 36"Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?"

 37The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him." 

       Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise."

At the Home of Martha and Mary

 38As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha opened her home to him. 39She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet listening to what he said. 40But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, "Lord, don't you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!"

 41"Martha, Martha," the Lord answered, "you are worried and upset about many things, 42but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her."

February 23 – March 1
Luke 10 – Commentary

v.1-3 Here is a challenge; and many might feel that while “following” is within their capabilities, “heralding” is only for those who are spe​cially gifted. But the passage contains more than one hint that every Christian is expected to do both. […]

vv.3-4 They go to no easy task. Lambs in the midst of wolves are in no enviable situation. The simile points both to danger and to helplessness. God’s servants are always in some sense at the mercy of the world, and in their own strength they cannot cope with the situation in which they find themselves. They must look to God. So Jesus tells them to take no equipment (cf. 9:3). The purse (ballantion, used by Luke only in the New Testament) is a money-bag. The bag (pera) is a traveler’s bag (see on 9:3). That they are to carry no sandals probably means not that they are to go barefoot, but that they are not to take a spare pair. They are to go as they are. Salute no one on the road is not an exhortation to impoliteness: it is a reminder that their business is urgent and that they are not to delay it by dallying with wayside acquaintances. Eastern salutations can be elaborate and time-consuming. 

v.7 The preacher must not be in the work for what he can get out of it; he is to eat what is put before him and must not move from house to house seeking better and more comfortable quarters.  It was not long before the church had its spongers [those who live on another by imposing on hospitality or good nature].

v.12 more bearable . . . for Sodom. Although Sodom was so sinful that God destroyed it (Ge 19:24-28; Jude 7), the people who heard the message of Jesus and his disciples were even more accountable, because they had the gospel of the kingdom preached to them. that day. Judgment day.

v.19-20 But Jesus goes on to teach that they must get their priorities right. Their real ground for rejoicing is not their victory over the spirits. The people from whom they had expelled demons would in due course pass away, as would even this earth, the scene of their triumph. Much more important is it that their names are written (perfect tense pointing to what is permanent) in heaven (cf. Ex. 32:32; Dn. 12:1; Heb.12:23; Rev. 3:5, etc.). Jesus turns their attention to realities that will last.

v.21 Verse 21 tells us of the wisdom of simplicity. The simple mind could receive truths that learned minds could not take in. […]  It is possible to be too clever. It is possible to be so learned that in the end we cannot see the wood for the trees. […]  After all, Christianity does not mean knowing all the theories about the New Testament; still less does it mean knowing all the theologies and the Christologies. Christianity does not mean knowing about Christ, it means knowing Christ; and to do that requires not earthly wisdom but heavenly grace.

February 23 – March 1
Luke 10 – DT Reflection Questions
MON  Luke 10:1-8

· Why does Jesus send the disciples ahead of him? (cf. Luke 3:4-6)

· Jesus saw this world as a harvest field.  Some people view the world as a place to make one’s mark; others, as a place full of dangers and threats; others, as simply the context for their personal agendas.  What is my view of the world?  Contrast this to how Jesus views this world.

· How does this challenge my view of what I should be doing with my life?

TUE  Luke 10:1-8

· Why does Jesus tell them to ask God to send out workers into his harvest field? 

· What does Jesus’ statement, “I am sending you out like lambs among wolves”, say about the nature of kingdom work?

· What is ironic about Jesus telling them to not take anything right after telling them that he is sending them out like lambs among wolves?  

· What should be the attitude of the disciples about basic necessities of life?

· How were the disciples going to be provided for?

WED  Luke 10:9-16

· Why were the disciples told to treat those who do not welcome them so harshly? 

· What is the relationship between the miracles performed in these cities (Korazin, Bethsaida) and their responsibility on the day of judgment?  What warning does this have for me?
· What does it mean when he says “the kingdom of God is near”?   Am I living my life in view of this fact?

· How does v.16 elevate my responsibility as a Christian?  Do I understand my role in the lives of unbelievers?
THU  Luke 10:17-21

· Contrast the source of joy described in v.17 and in v.20.  What lesson is there here about the key to having lasting joy?

· What are “these things” that are hidden from the wise and learned?

· Contrast the attitudes of the “wise and learned” to that of the “little children.”   In what ways am I like the “wise and learned?” 

· How is blessing defined in this passage?  Do I see that I possess the greatest blessing in life?

FRI  Luke 10:30-37

· What underlying attitude of the heart is behind the response of the priest and the Levite when they saw the half-dead man?

· What rationalizations might they have given for their avoidance?

· What is significant about the fact that it was the Samaritan and not the priest or the Levite who ended up helping this man in need?

· According to this parable, what is Jesus’ answer to the question “Who is my neighbor”?

SAT  Luke 10:30-37

· List what the robbers did to the man and analogize it to what sin does to people.

· List what the Samaritan man did for the dying man and analogize it to what Jesus does for people.

· In what ways was Jesus like this Good Samaritan for me?

· In what ways is the “inn” a fitting picture of the church?

SUN  Luke 10:38-40

· How might have Martha felt about herself and about Mary as she was busy with “all the preparations”?

· What is the irony of Martha’s question to Jesus, “Lord, don’t you care?”

· Would she have felt this way towards Jesus if Mary were not in the scene?

· When do I have this kind of Martha-like mentality?

Luke 10:41

· What does Martha’s bitterness reveal about her priorities?

· What can we learn about the difference between Martha’s and Jesus’ evaluation of Mary’s priorities?

· What is the “one thing” Jesus is referring to?  

· What are the “many things” in my life that distract me from focusing on my relationship with God?

March 2 – March 8
Luke 11

Jesus’ Teaching on Prayer
 1One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples."

 2He said to them, "When you pray, say: 

    " 'Father, 

    hallowed be your name, 

    your kingdom come.

  3Give us each day our daily bread. 

  4Forgive us our sins, 

       for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.

    And lead us not into temptation.' "

 5Then he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes to him at midnight and says, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 6because a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have nothing to set before him.'

 7"Then the one inside answers, 'Don't bother me. The door is already locked, and my children are with me in bed. I can't get up and give you anything.' 8I tell you, though he will not get up and give him the bread because he is his friend, yet because of the man's boldness he will get up and give him as much as he needs.

 9"So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 10For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.

 11"Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"

Jesus and Beelzebub
 14Jesus was driving out a demon that was mute. When the demon left, the man who had been mute spoke, and the crowd was amazed. 15But some of them said, "By Beelzebub, the prince of demons, he is driving out demons." 16Others tested him by asking for a sign from heaven.

 17Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them: "Any kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and a house divided against itself will fall. 18If Satan is divided against himself, how can his kingdom stand? I say this because you claim that I drive out demons by Beelzebub. 19Now if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your followers drive them out? So then, they will be your judges. 20But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come to you.

 21"When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions are safe. 22But when someone stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes away the armor in which the man trusted and divides up the spoils.

 23"He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me, scatters.

 24"When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does not find it. Then it says, 'I will return to the house I left.' 25When it arrives, it finds the house swept clean and put in order. 26Then it goes and takes seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condition of that man is worse than the first."

 27As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the crowd called out, "Blessed is the mother who gave you birth and nursed you."

 28He replied, "Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it."

The Sign of Jonah

 29As the crowds increased, Jesus said, "This is a wicked generation. It asks for a miraculous sign, but none will be given it except the sign of Jonah. 30For as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, so also will the Son of Man be to this generation. 31The Queen of the South will rise at the judgment with the men of this generation and condemn them; for she came from the ends of the earth to listen to Solomon's wisdom, and now one[i] greater than Solomon is here. 32The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now one greater than Jonah is here.
The Lamp of the Body

 33"No one lights a lamp and puts it in a place where it will be hidden, or under a bowl. Instead he puts it on its stand, so that those who come in may see the light. 34Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eyes are good, your whole body also is full of light. But when they are bad, your body also is full of darkness. 35See to it, then, that the light within you is not darkness. 36Therefore, if your whole body is full of light, and no part of it dark, it will be completely lighted, as when the light of a lamp shines on you."
Six Woes

 37When Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee invited him to eat with him; so he went in and reclined at the table. 38But the Pharisee, noticing that Jesus did not first wash before the meal, was surprised.

 39Then the Lord said to him, "Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. 40You foolish people! Did not the one who made the outside make the inside also? 41But give what is inside the dish [j] to the poor, and everything will be clean for you.

 42"Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all other kinds of garden herbs, but you neglect justice and the love of God. You should have practiced the latter without leaving the former undone.

 43"Woe to you Pharisees, because you love the most important seats in the synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces.

 44"Woe to you, because you are like unmarked graves, which men walk over without knowing it."

 45One of the experts in the law answered him, "Teacher, when you say these things, you insult us also."

 46Jesus replied, "And you experts in the law, woe to you, because you load people down with burdens they can hardly carry, and you yourselves will not lift one finger to help them.

 47"Woe to you, because you build tombs for the prophets, and it was your forefathers who killed them. 48So you testify that you approve of what your forefathers did; they killed the prophets, and you build their tombs. 49Because of this, God in his wisdom said, 'I will send them prophets and apostles, some of whom they will kill and others they will persecute.' 50Therefore this generation will be held responsible for the blood of all the prophets that has been shed since the beginning of the world, 51from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who was killed between the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, this generation will be held responsible for it all.

 52"Woe to you experts in the law, because you have taken away the key to knowledge. You yourselves have not entered, and you have hindered those who were entering."

 53When Jesus left there, the Pharisees and the teachers of the law began to oppose him fiercely and to besiege him with questions, 54waiting to catch him in something he might say.


March 2 – March 8
Luke 11 – Commentary

vv.2-4  [T]he fact that we have two different versions of the Lord’s Prayer in two different contexts (Matthew 6:9-15 for the parallel) indicates that the issue is not the prayer’s exact wording, but its themes. 

The prayer is focused on expressing dependent approach to God and on the quality of the community’s life with Him. It expresses a desire for holiness, for God’s ruling presence, for a life of forgiveness, and it recognizes that God is the only source of our daily provision and spiritual protection. The prayer’s structure is simple: One address, two statements, and three requests. The core values of Jesus’ discipleship are reflected in this content.

v.2  The address of God as Father focuses on the intimate relationship God has with His children. This expression goes back to the Aramaic abba, which combines respect for the father’s authority with a sense of intimacy. […] But intimacy does not do away with respect. So the prayer’s first statement is “hallowed be your name”. The disciples should approach God with the recognition that God is holy--that is “set apart” and unique. […]This implicates our desire for absolute submission to God in this prayer. The second statement is for God’s kingdom to come. This is our hope and conviction that someday, God’s absolute sovereignty and justice will be ruling over this world and wipe out every single injustice and sin to recover this corrupted world to the original state to the fullest level that God designed. 

v.4  The recognition of the need for the forgiveness shows that disciples should be aware that they themselves contribute to this fallen, imperfect world by their own sins. The world is not divided between “us and them”. Rather than pointing fingers to other people, disciples should look at their own heart and behavior. Forgiveness is not a right, but comes by God’s grace.  That is why the prayer states that in order to ask for forgiveness, we should be willing to give it to other people as well. The final request is for spiritual protection. This should not be interpreted that God will lead us into temptation sometimes, since the Bible is very clear in that God does not tempt anyone (James 1:13-15). This is a rhetoric statement that emphasizes the fact that God has a power to protect us and keep us form succumbing to temptation. He can keep temptation from getting us.

vv.9-10   The juxtaposition of these exhortations shows that Jesus encourages boldness and persistence in our prayer. It indicates God’s openness to receive such bold petition. In the context of the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus tells the disciples to ask God for both spiritual pursuits and basic material needs with great boldness and persistence. These are not blank-check promises that God will give us anything we want, but promises that requests for our spiritual warfare will be heard. 

vv.15-16  Two options are suggested by those who have doubts about the source of Jesus’ miracle. First, some attribute his capabilities to Beelzebub, the prince of demons. They clearly have Satan in mind and imply strongly that Jesus is demonically controlled. The second response is a wait-and-see approach. Some want more proof through some sign from heaven. These two possibilities well summarize reactions to Jesus today. 

vv.21-22  Jesus illustrates his point with a picture of war. His battle with Satan is a cosmic struggle, so the image fits: a man, strong and fully armed, made preparations to defend his home. In this context, Satan is the strong man whose home is secure, and Jesus is the stronger man who overruns him.

vv.24-26  Jesus illustrated the danger of neutrality by telling the story of the man and the demon. The man’s body was the demon’s house. For some unknown reason, the demonic tenant decided to leave his 

“house” and go elsewhere. The man’s condition improved immediately, but the man did not invite God to come and dwell within. In other words, the man remained neutral. What happened? The demon returned with seven other demons worse than itself, and the man’s condition was abominable. Oswald Chambers wrote, ‘Neutrality in religion is always cowardice. God turns the cowardice of a desired neutrality into terror.”6
vv.29-30  Jesus makes it clear that such a continual quest, especially in light of what has already been done, is sinful. It is an excuse to refuse to face what Jesus is doing. The comparison between the Son of Man and Jonah is not about Jonah’s three days in the belly of the fish. Rather, verse 32 makes it clear that Jonah’s preaching is the issue here (Jonah 3:6-10). The sign is therefore the call to repent.

vv.33-36 The eye is a lamp in the sense that it is a doorkeeper. What the eye lets into the mind makes up the person. When such eyes are good, letting in light, then the person is full of light and reflects light in life. But if eyes are bad, letting nothing good come in, then the body is a dark place, since our inclination not led by divine revelation takes us in destructive directions. 

v.39-40 When sin is seen as something “out there” exterior to the person, the problem becomes how to avoid contamination, which can be achieved by careful observance of prescribed religious duties. But Jesus taught that sin has its root in the inner nature of every man and demanded that each one face up to the fact that he himself is a sinner. 

vv. 42-52 The first three woes denounce the Pharisees for their wrong priorities. They were careful about tithing even the tiny leaves and seeds from the herbs, but they forgot about important things like love and justice. Jesus did not say they should stop tithing but that they should put their religious activities into proper perspective. They also put reputation above character by thinking that sitting in the right seats and being acknowledged by the right people would make them spiritual. Reputation is what people think we are; character is what God knows we are.

vv. 46-52  The scribes were good at adding to the burdens of the people, but they had no heart for helping them carry those burdens. […]  [T]he scribes were guilty of robbing the common people of knowledge of the Word of God. It is a serious thing to teach God’s Word and not everyone is supposed to do it (James 3:1).


March 2 – March 8
Luke 11 – DT Reflection Questions

MON  Luke 11:1-4

· How does addressing God as “father” change my view about prayer and how I relate to God?

· What is implied in praying for the honor due to God’s name and His kingdom before other prayer topics (cf. Matthew 6:33)?

· How often do I pray for forgiveness for my sins?

· What is the relationship between confessing my sins and being able to forgive others?

· Write a personal version of the Lord’s Prayer with the following specific points:

· In what way do I want to see God’s name being hallowed and where do I want God’s kingdom to come to?

· What is the daily bread that I need to ask God for?

· What specific sins do I need to ask God to forgive today?

· Who are the people I need to forgive?

· What temptation do I need to be delivered from?

TUE  Luke 11:1-11

· What does Jesus’ instruction to pray for “[God’s] will [to] be done on earth as it is in heaven” imply about what is happening on the earth?

· What can I learn about the importance of prayer and my role in advancing God’s will?  

· What is the main point of the parable of the friend seeking bread at midnight and what lesson does it teach about prayer?

· Are there some situations in my life where I am refusing to come to God in prayer?  What does this reveal about my view of God?

· How should v.9 be understood in the context of vv.10-13?  What would cause a person to desire the Holy Spirit as the gift that they ask from God?

WED  Luke 11:14-20

· What is revealed about the people who questioned Jesus’ authority after witnessing this miracle?

· Notice that the Pharisees could not possibly have known that Jesus drove out demons by Beelzebub.  What, then, explains the authoritative and knowing tone of their pronouncement regarding the true source of Jesus’ power?  

· In what ways am I, or have I been, like the Pharisees?

· In what ways has “the kingdom of God [...] come upon [me]”?  What has been my response to this?  

THU  Luke 11:14-26

· What does the empty house symbolize?  

· What constitutes a house being swept clean and put in order?  

· How does this passage clearly show the reality of two kingdoms in this world (the stronger man vs. the strong man)?

· What warning does this passage give to those who “clean up their lives” but do not allow God to fully occupy?

· How much do I see being occupied with God’s presence and His work as protection over my life?

· How much am I relying on the stronger man Jesus to “overpower” the strong man sin in me?

FRI  Luke 11:27-32

· Why does Jesus consider a person blessed “who hear[s] the word of God and obey[s]?”

· Why is Jesus’ response to the Pharisees’ demand for a miraculous sign so harsh?

· How is the Son of Man for “three days and three nights [being] in the heart of the earth” enough sign for us to respond to God?

· What is Jesus saying about the efficacy of “miraculous signs” to change the attitude of someone already prejudiced against submitting to Christ?

SAT  Luke 11:33-36

· What may be the reason why Jesus talks about lighting a lamp and placing it on an unconcealed place right after reminding the crowd that the men of Nineveh repented after Jonah’s preaching (v. 32)?  In this context, what does the light from the lamp symbolize?  Since being filled with darkness or light is dependent on our eyes (v.34), what determines the good or bad condition of our eyesight (perception)?  

· What lessons can I learn regarding the power of the eyes (i.e., what I see / focus on)?

· What have my “eyes” been full of?  What has that done to my heart?
SUN  Luke 11:37-53

· Why were the Pharisees consumed with their outward religious activities but negligent of their inner self?  

· Why was this so disturbing to Jesus?

· Why was Jesus particularly harsh with the Pharisees and the teachers of the law?  

· Reflect on the six woes.  Which one am I guilty of?

· What are the inconsistencies in my life that I have not been acknowledging?  

· What are things that God cares about that I am ignoring?  


March 9 – March 15

Romans 13

Submission to the Authorities

 1Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 2Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you. 4For he is God's servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God's servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also because of conscience. 6This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God's servants, who give their full time to governing. 7Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.
Love, for the Day is Near

 8Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, "Do not commit adultery," "Do not murder," "Do not steal," "Do not covet," and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: "Love your neighbor as yourself." 10Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.

 11And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 14Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.

March 9 – March 15

Romans 13 – Commentary

vv.1-7  Paul appears to be demanding that every person always obey whatever any governmental authority tells that person to do, for God has appointed every authority that exists; to obey God, we must obey his appointed representatives. Yet believers in every generation have quailed before the prospect of obeying orders from what appear to be evil, even demonic, rulers — Hitler, of course, is the classic modern example.  

Moreover, Scripture itself seems to present disobedience of secular rulers as, at least in some cases, a virtue. The classic instance is Peter and John, whom Luke apparently commends for responding to the Sanhedrin’s command not to preach about Jesus with these words: “Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God’s sight to obey you rather than God. For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:19 – 20; cf. 5:29). Moreover, resistance to the beast’s demands for worship in Revelation is a mark of commitment to the Lord.

In conclusion, what we know of the history of the period suggests that the Christians in Rome may have become imbalanced in their view of government, led by the unrest of their broader culture, the influence of the Zealots, and their own “world-renouncing” theology to regard governmental authority as something to be ignored at will. Romans 13:1 – 7 may well be an attempt to right this imbalance. In other words, Paul is not giving a careful, balanced teaching about the state; rather, he is deliberately focusing on only one side of the issue. 

In demanding “submission” to the state, Paul is not necessarily demanding obedience to every mandate of the state. Key to this restriction is the recognition that the word “submit” (hypotasso) in Paul is not a simple equivalent to “obey” (hypakouo). To be sure, they overlap, and in some contexts, perhaps, they cannot be distinguished (cf. 1 Peter 3:1, 6). Moreover, submission is usually expressed through obedience. 

Nevertheless, submission is broader and more basic than obedience. To submit is to recognize one’s subordinate place in a hierarchy established by God. It is to acknowledge that certain institutions or people have been placed over us and have the right to our respect and deference. In addition to rulers (see also Titus 3:1), Paul also calls on believers to submit to their spiritual leaders (1 Cor. 16:16) and even to one another (Eph. 5:21; i.e., in the ways Paul outlines in 5:22 – 6:9). Christian slaves are to submit to their masters (Titus 2:9), Christian prophets to other prophets (1 Cor. 14:32), and Christian wives to their husbands (1 Cor. 14:35; Eph. 5:24; Col. 3:18; Titus 2:5). In each case, one person is to recognize the rightful leadership role that another human being has in his or her life. 

But implicit always in the idea of submission is the need to recognize that God is at the pinnacle of any hierarchy. While not always explicit, Paul assumes that one’s ultimate submission must be to God and that no human being can ever stand as the ultimate authority for a believer. 

Vv.11-14  He writes to people who have believed and who are already saved (v. 11). But he can still tell us that we need to “clothe [ourselves] with the Lord Jesus Christ.” In one sense, of course, we are already clothed with Christ (Gal. 3:27). By faith we belong to him. He is “in [us]” (Rom. 8:10), and we are “in [him]” (6:11). But Paul wants us to make Christ the focal point of everything we do. […]

Paul is especially concerned in this passage with activity typical of the night: immoral sexual practices, excessive drinking, coarse joking — the kind of partying that most of us are all too familiar with. At the risk of sounding like a Puritan (curiously, an expression of disapprobation even among Christians), I suggest that the contemporary church needs a “wake-up call” about these activities. 

March 9 – March 15
Romans 13 – DT Reflection Questions

MON  Romans 13:1-4

· What is the state of my relationship with those who have authority in my life?

· What place does fear have in the way I relate with those in authority?

· What can I do to be free of fear of those in authority?

TUE  Romans 13:7-8

· What vision of human relationships is pictured here?

· What hinders this vision from becoming reality in my life?

WED  Romans 13:7-8

· Who are the people I interact with?  What do I owe each of them?

· Who are the people I may not interact with, but towards whom I owe a duty of some sort?

· How would a person’s relationships change if he went from the attitude of “people owe me” versus “I owe people”?

· Which of these two attitudes typically characterize me?  How can I specifically begin to give people in my life what I owe them?

THU  Romans 13:8-10

· Reflect on the truth that love is the fulfillment of the law.  Why is this so amazing? How does this change the way I view people in my life?

· Reflect on the truth that all of the commandments are summed up in the command to love my neighbor, and the truth that, when I sin, I am doing “harm to [my] neighbor.”  How does this motivate me to become a person of greater love and greater obedience to God’s commandments?

· What does it mean to love your neighbor “as yourself?”

FRI  Romans 13:11-12

· What characterizes the “present time”?

· Why is it important to”[understand] the present time?”

· What is it that causes me to slumber?

· What are the things I’m called to do as “The night is nearly over; the day is almost here.”

SAT  Romans 13:11-13

· What does it mean that “our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed?”  

· What does it mean to put on the “armor of light?”

· What is the relationship between “[putting] aside the deeds of darkness” and “[putting] on the armor of light?”

· What are the deeds of darkness I need to “put aside?”

SUN  Romans 13:14

· What “desires of the sinful nature” dominate my thoughts?

· What practical step is being urged in the words “do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature?”  How can I specifically carry out this advice regarding my thought life?

· What does it mean to “clothe [myself] with the Lord Jesus Christ,” and how can I specifically carry out this exhortation in my life?

March 16 – March 22

Proverbs 6

Warnings Against Folly

 1 My son, if you have put up security for your neighbor, if you have struck hands in pledge for another,

 2 if you have been trapped by what you said, ensnared by the words of your mouth,

 3 then do this, my son, to free yourself, since you have fallen into your neighbor's hands: 

        Go and humble yourself; press your plea with your neighbor!

 4 Allow no sleep to your eyes, no slumber to your eyelids.

 5 Free yourself, like a gazelle from the hand of the hunter, like a bird from the snare of the fowler.

 6 Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise!

 7 It has no commander, no overseer or ruler,

 8 yet it stores its provisions in summer and gathers its food at harvest.

 9 How long will you lie there, you sluggard? When will you get up from your sleep?

 10 A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest-

 11 and poverty will come on you like a bandit and scarcity like an armed man.

 12 A scoundrel and villain, who goes about with a corrupt mouth,

 13 who winks with his eye, signals with his feet and motions with his fingers,

 14 who plots evil with deceit in his heart— he always stirs up dissension.

 15 Therefore disaster will overtake him in an instant; he will suddenly be destroyed—without remedy.

 16 There are six things the LORD hates, seven that are detestable to him:

 17 haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood,

 18 a heart that devises wicked schemes, feet that are quick to rush into evil,

 19 a false witness who pours out lies and a man who stirs up dissension among brothers.

Warning Against Adultery
 20 My son, keep your father's commands and do not forsake your mother's teaching.

 21 Bind them upon your heart forever; fasten them around your neck.

 22 When you walk, they will guide you; when you sleep, they will watch over you; 

        when you awake, they will speak to you.

 23 For these commands are a lamp, this teaching is a light, and the corrections of discipline 

        are the way to life,

 24 keeping you from the immoral woman, from the smooth tongue of the wayward wife.

 25 Do not lust in your heart after her beauty or let her captivate you with her eyes,

 26 for the prostitute reduces you to a loaf of bread, and the adulteress preys upon your very life.

 27 Can a man scoop fire into his lap without his clothes being burned?

 28 Can a man walk on hot coals without his feet being scorched?

 29 So is he who sleeps with another man's wife; no one who touches her will go unpunished.

 30 Men do not despise a thief if he steals to satisfy his hunger when he is starving.

 31 Yet if he is caught, he must pay sevenfold, though it costs him all the wealth of his house.

 32 But a man who commits adultery lacks judgment; whoever does so destroys himself.

 33 Blows and disgrace are his lot, and his shame will never be wiped away;

 34 for jealousy arouses a husband's fury, and he will show no mercy when he takes revenge.

 35 He will not accept any compensation; he will refuse the bribe, however great it is.

March 16 – March 22
Proverbs 6 – Commentary

vv.1-5  In verses 1-5, a warning against a potential danger of pledging security presents [an] instance in which the young man is in danger of losing his livelihood to strangers […]. While we are not certain about the practice in view, most likely the teacher speaks against the guarantee of security for someone else’s loan. […]

The parallel structure of 6:1 sets taking a pledge for a “neighbor” alongside striking hands for “another.” […] Strictly speaking, the admonition is not to avoid such entanglements, although that is implied, but to get out of them as soon as possible. 

vv.6-11  Having just used the analogy of the survival instinct of a bird from a trap (6:5), this second warning concentrates on the ant’s foresight and hard work (6:6) […]

The translated “sluggard” occurs fourteen times in Proverbs and nowhere else in the Old Testament.  If we look at the appearances of this figure in Proverbs, we learn that the sluggard exemplifies folly (Prov. 19:15; 21:24-26; 26:12-16), particularly in matters of food production.  Therefore, the sluggard must look to a lowly creature to learn wisdom, one of the topsy-turvy motifs of wisdom literature.  The ant has no ruler, yet it works to provide for itself, gathering and storing.  It is self-governed and self-directed, it does not need to be told what it should do; moreover, it does not need to learn, it teaches. […]

The example of the ant’s diligence and planning challenges avoidance of one’s duties and responsibilities. […] The teachings also show that laziness is, at its root, a failure of love.  While others work to provide for self and family, caring for others, the loafer wants to be carried.  In sum the theme common to the first and second teachings may well be that of laziness, a willful negligence that look to others to bear the burdens that should be one’s own.  Just as it is wrong to take what is not one’s own, so it is wrong to shirk responsibility for what is.

vv.12-15  The disaster that pursues the scoundrel will come suddenly, making its appearance all the more frightening (6:15; cf. 3:25; 29:1b). Yahweh is not named as the judge who brings this destruction.  As is typical in Proverbs, the trouble simply comes and leaves this man ruined like a city beyond repair.
vv.20-35  The first analogy comes in the form of a proverb, literally: “for a prostitute, as much as a loaf of bread, but the wife of a man hunts a life” (6:26).  The adulteress is not called a prostitute but is compared to one to show that the price of a prostitute is low compared with the price of adultery. […]

Sexual passion is often likened to fire that cannot be quenched, but here the negative side of the comparison is driven home.  Fire must be handled with respect and be contained.  You cannot hold fire in your hand or touch it without experiencing searing pain… […]

The third comparison is a variation on the first; no one despises the thief who steals because he is hungry […], but even that crime has its payment. […] This loss of life may or may not involve sudden death (see the death penalty for adultery in Lev. 20:10 and Deut. 22:22), but this fool is certainly on the path to death, marked by blows and social shame (cf. Prov. 5:14).  What began in secret eventually will come out into the open.

 March 16 – March 22
Proverbs 6 – DT Reflection Questions

MON  Proverbs 6:1-5

· Reflect on the ways that I’ve been trapped by what I said or ensnared by the words of my mouth by making pledges that I couldn’t keep.

· Is there anyone before whom I need to humble myself and admit that I’ve failed to live up to my word?

· How can I become a person who keeps my word?

TUE  Proverbs 6:6-11
· What characteristics of the ant are noteworthy?  What concrete steps can I take to become more like this?

· What are some underlying reasons for laziness, and finding comfort in sleep?  In what ways am I failing to live out my Christian duties because of sheer physical laziness.  What steps do I need to take to get out of this state? 

· Reflect on the contrast between the words “a little” (v. 10) and “bandit/armed man” (v. 11). What are some indulgences I am engaged in by rationalizing it as “a little _________”?
· In what ways, and in what areas of my life, have I experienced “poverty” and “scarcity” due to my refusal to get up from my “slumber” or rest?

WED  Proverbs 6:12-15
· What might be the scoundrel’s mentality as he stirs up dissension?

· What precautions can I take about my speech, or my relationships so that I do not become this kind of villainous person?

· How can I be sure that I do not fall prey to the dissension-sowing corrupt speech and deceitful plot of this type of person?

THU  Proverbs 6:16-19
· Reflect on why these characteristics are detestable to God.

· Which apply to me?  How do those characteristics manifest in my life?

FRI  Proverbs 6:20-23
· What are some commands and teaching that I must never forsake?  What are some principles that I have held onto that have given me guidance?

· In what ways are the corrections of discipline the way to life?

· Are there commands or corrections that I am resisting or that I particularly need to heed right now?

SAT  Proverbs 6:24-29
· What can I learn about the nature of sexual immorality through these verses?

· In what ways do I need to guard myself against lust?

· Are there some ways in which am I “[scooping] fire into [my] lap”, or “[walking] on hot coals”, but foolishly thinking that I will not be burned?

SUN  Proverbs 6:30-35
· From these verses, what about sexual immorality makes it especially egregious?

· What are some concrete steps people can take in various areas of their lives, especially with respect to the media and internet, to avoid sexual sin?  Have I taken these steps in my life? 

· What warnings do I need to heed from these verses?

March 23 – March 29

Deuteronomy 8

Do Not Forget the LORD

 1 Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today, so that you may live and increase and may enter and possess the land that the LORD promised on oath to your forefathers. 2 Remember how the LORD your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands. 3 He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD. 4 Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell during these forty years. 5 Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the LORD your God disciplines you.

 6 Observe the commands of the LORD your God, walking in his ways and revering him. 7 For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land—a land with streams and pools of water, with springs flowing in the valleys and hills; 8 a land with wheat and barley, vines and fig trees, pomegranates, olive oil and honey; 9 a land where bread will not be scarce and you will lack nothing; a land where the rocks are iron and you can dig copper out of the hills.

 10 When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the good land he has given you. 11 Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day. 12 Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, 13 and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, 14 then your heart will become proud and you will forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 15 He led you through the vast and dreadful desert, that thirsty and waterless land, with its venomous snakes and scorpions. He brought you water out of hard rock. 16 He gave you manna to eat in the desert, something your fathers had never known, to humble and to test you so that in the end it might go well with you. 17 You may say to yourself, "My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me." 18 But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today.

 19 If you ever forget the LORD your God and follow other gods and worship and bow down to them, I testify against you today that you will surely be destroyed. 20 Like the nations the LORD destroyed before you, so you will be destroyed for not obeying the LORD your God.


March 23 – March 29

Deuteronomy 8 – Commentary

v.2  ‘Remembering’ is a common theme throughout Deuteronomy.  Thirteen times in this book Moses asks the people to ‘remember.’  Usually they are reminded of their deliverance from Egypt, but here the emphasis is on their wilderness journey.
  

They learned to trust only in God (v.2).  To make sure this happened, the Lord led them into a place where they had no other alternative but to trust Him.  They could not produce their own food or make their own clothes.  Certainly they were unable to win their battles by themselves.  They had no law or foundation to establish a nation.  In this setting, God taught Israel that He alone was sufficient.

God wanted to test Israel.  The most important value of the wilderness experience is the development of our character in relation to God.  Nothing reveals the true self like the difficulties of life.  Every new day in the wilderness brought forth another challenge.  The children of Israel were forced into situations that would not leave them the same.  Obey or disobey?  Praise God or murmur against Him?  Go forward or return to Egypt?  Their decision would reveal their readiness for entrance into Canaan.

v.3  In the time of wilderness hunger, Israel was given nourishment and life by God’s gift of manna.  Time and again throughout the whole Book of Deuteronomy it is made clear that Israel finds its life also by keeping the commandments, the divine instruction […] Jesus’ citation of this verse on the occasion of his ‘testing’ in the wilderness is fully consistent with the intended lesson of Deuteronomy.  The issue is not whether one needs primarily spiritual or material food – or both – but that one relies on God for the provision of life and can be sustained by whatever God provides, and only by that.
 

v.5  They learned that God’s discipline reflected His love (v.5).  God knew that they could not conquer Canaan until He conquered them.  For hundreds of years Israel belonged to Pharaoh.  Now they were free—but free for what? They were free to enter into the land of milk and honey and reflect to all nations the care of God in their lives.

vv.11-20  Three times in verses 11-20 Moses admonishes his people about the danger of forgetting ‘the Lord your God’ (vv. 11, 14, 19).  Notice that when they experience prosperity is when Israel would be susceptible to the temptation of forgetting God (vv. 12-13).  ‘When you have eaten and are full…’ A lethargic spirit accompanies a full stomach and a satisfied heart.  The living God is not bound by time.  But man, susceptible to the pleasures of the moment, is constantly tempted to limit his horizons to what he presently sees and experiences.  The very thing that has been Israel’s goal (Canaan) has the possibility of being her downfall.

vv.17-20  Once the abundant prosperity became an established feature of life in the land, two further dangers would seriously damage their spiritual lives – pride and idolatry.  Once they became wealthy, they exalted themselves (17-18) and insulted their God (19-20).  They committed two acts of blatant theft – they stole from God the glory due to his name (it is he who gives, 18), and robbed him of his exclusive right to the worship of their lives.  They followed other gods and worshipped them (19).
  

v.18  Twice in this chapter Moses exhorts Israel to ‘remember’ the greatness of God in their past.  It was extremely important for them to remember their God.  The Hebrew word for ‘remember,’ zākar, appears in many forms throughout the Old Testament. [...] But what does it mean to ‘remember’?  Certainly remembering is a mental exercise. [...] But remembering has other aspects.  It implies action and honor.  We commemorate an event, perhaps reenacting it in some sort of ritual or ceremony.  We make a donation in memory of someone who has died.  There are many avenues through which we can actively remember. [...]

Commemoration also becomes a celebration.  The NIV translates zākar as ‘celebrate’ in Psalms 145:7; it is paired with ‘joyfully sing.’  Zākar is used with ‘thank’ and ‘praise’ in 1 Chronicles 16:4.  To remember a special occasion is to observe it, to do something meaningful in regard to it.

vv.19-20  These last two verses tie the particular topics of this chapter of Deuteronomy more closely to the overall themes of the book.  One of the basic themes of Deuteronomy is the demand for covenant allegiance.  In emphasizing this loyalty, Moses had to expose the danger of unfaithfulness to God’s covenant.  The Israelites needed to learn that if as a nation they dishonored their covenant with Yahweh, they would cease to have a claim on Him.  If this ever happened, Israel would be judged, the same as other nations who had disobeyed and therefore perished.  Each new generation needed to grasp this fact and decide for themselves to be obedient to God.  This was not a thing to be treated lightly; it was a life or death decision.


March 23 – March 29

Deuteronomy 8 – DT Reflection Questions

MON  Deuteronomy 8:2

· Reflect on the fact that God wanted the Israelites to follow his commands so that they would enjoy a blessed and full life.  Am I convinced that obeying God is for my benefit and blessing?
· Why did God lead them through humbling experiences in the desert?   
· Why are times of humbling necessary?  
· In what ways has God allowed me to be humbled recently and what have I learned about what was in my heart through this?
 
TUE  Deuteronomy 8:3

· What about the true nature of man is revealed in the words "man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord?” 
· What are the value-system implications of scripture's view of man as one who can never be fulfilled by the satisfaction of his appetites? 
· To what extent do my choices, values and desires reveal that I am in agreement with this view of man?
· In what ways have I experienced that "man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord?"
 
WED  Deuteronomy 8:4-5

· How did God sustain them even while they were being disciplined?  
· How is God's discipline different from the "discipline" one receives from the harsh realities of this world?
· What do these verses show me about God's heart behind his discipline?  
· What attitude should I have towards God's discipline? (cf. Heb.12:4-11)
 
THU  Deuteronomy 8:6-9

· Why does God want the Israelites to follow all His commands?
· What does the description of the land reveal about God's heart?
· In what ways has observing the Lord's commands led to greater good in my life?
 
FRI  Deuteronomy 8:10-17

· What two things does God command the Israelites to do in verses 10-11?  
· What are the dangers of not following these commands?
· Take time to remember what God has done in my life.
 
SAT  Deuteronomy 8:12-18

· What about human nature is revealed in the caution given in this passage?
· What is the source of my pride, and in what ways does my pride about these things cause me to be independent from God?
· Why is this kind of human pride utterly groundless and false?
· In what ways do I think that the good things in my life are the result of "my power and the strength of my hands"?  
· How does this affect my relationship with God and with others?
 
SUN  Deuteronomy 8:19-20

· In what ways has forgetting the Lord led to following other gods in my life, currently or in the past?
· What are the other gods I am tempted to follow?
· How can I actively battle against the temptation to follow other gods?
�
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